THE BDS MOVEMENT
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COUNTERING THE CLAIM THAT ISRAEL IS AN APARTHEID STATE¹
The BDS movement is frequently framed as a struggle against an apartheid state that should be fought in
the same manner as the anti-apartheid movement in South Africa. While Palestinians in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip may encounter hardships as a result of Israeli security policies, there is no Israeli policy
or plan to segregate, persecute, or mistreat the Arab population. Comparisons of Israel to apartheid
South Africa are unfair because:
•

The South African regime imposed strict segregation laws that banned blacks from “white areas,”
prevented interracial marriages, and regulated the education of black children among many other
policies. No such separation laws exist in Israel.
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•

The Israeli Declaration of Independence safeguards the equal rights of all citizens. Arab citizens have
equal educational opportunities and the right to vote, to organize politically, and to speak freely.
They serve as members of Israel’s security forces, parliament, and as judges.

•

Israel’s acceptance of a two-state solution (which includes a state for the Palestinians) as the
outcome of bilateral Israeli-Palestinian negotiations disproves accusations that Israel’s goal is the
persecution of Palestinians.

Former South African Constitutional Court Justice Richard Goldstone wrote in a New York Times op-ed
that accusing Israel of apartheid “is an unfair and inaccurate slander against Israel, calculated to retard
rather than advance peace negotiations.”
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1 Excerpted

from Anti-Defamation League. Response To Common Inaccuracy: Israel is an Apartheid State. Retrieved from
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